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Nana Mouskouri takes a 
final bow in Taiwan 

The Greek songstress has been the face of popular 
music for over 40 years, and will bring her Farewell 
World Tour to Taipei tomorrow 

By Derek Lee 
STAFF REPORTER  
Tuesday, Oct 04, 2005,Page 16  

Nana Mouskouri, the world's best-selling 
female recording artist, is to hold two 
concerts at the Sun Yat-sen Memorial 
Hall in Taipei, beginning tomorrow. 
Nana, as she is affectionately called by 
her fans around the world, will take to 
the stage a final time in Taiwan on her 
Farewell World Tour 2005/2006. The 
Taipei Times spoke by phone to the 
chanteuse mid-morning last week in 
Singapore.  

TT: How has your Asian trip been so far?  

NM: Well, tomorrow we are going to have the first concert [in 
Singapore] and we'll be here for another three or four days. I was 
busy having interviews with local newspapers and television 
stations. The reception here has been just  

wonderful and I am getting myself ready for the concert.  

TT: I heard that when you were here in Taipei in March 2001 
many of your fans were so moved by your performance they 
cried.  

NM: Yes, I have very good memories of the concerts in Taipei four 
years ago. As time goes by I am no longer as young as I used to be, 
but I never lose my enthusiasm for music. Music is my energy and 
through it I am able to communicate with people.  

TT: Why did you choose now to bid farewell 
to the musical world?  

NM: Well, my idea is that since I've been 
singing for so many years and can still sing well, 
it would be nice for me to go around and say, 
"Thank you very much," to my fans for their 
support. Another thing is that the world is 
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changing very fast and you never know what is 
going to happen next. So, I decided to leave the 
stage with my dignity and with a good  

impression. I think it's time.  

TT: I expect the two 
scheduled concerts in 
Taipei are going to be very 
emotional. I bet there will 
be tears.  

NM: For all the reasons that 
everybody knows, my life 

will pass away someday and somehow. In life, 
nothing lasts forever. I do not want to be in a situation when I can 
no longer sing and force myself to disappear all of a sudden. That 
would leave people wondering what happened to me. In other 
words, this is an elegant way to say goodbye.  

TT: I find the song I'll Remember You very touching and it 
would work perfectly for the occasion.  

NM: You know, this was originally a Bob Dylan song and I've 
used it occasionally in the past, but we changed the lyrics a little bit 
to suit the situation. It's the same thing with Frank Sinatra's My 
Way. It's originally a French song, which I've known for years. I 
never recorded the song before because I did not believe it was the 
right moment to do it. The song should be sung to mean, at one 
point, you are at the end of something. But I recorded it this time 
along with the song I'll Remember You especially for this tour. So, 
this is the story behind it. I chose the songs to mean something.  

TT: Can you tell us about your expected  

repertoire for Taipei?  

NM: I am preparing some new songs and a new program for this 
trip. The concert is going to be different but naturally I'll do some 
of the [audience's] favorites as well. The new program will tell the 
story of the high points of my life. At the beginning there will be 
video clips to show the important stages of my career. In this way, 
the audience will have a clear idea about what kind of person I was 
and who I am today.  

TT: And how many different languages will you be singing in?  

NM: I'll sing in Greek of course. You know I am a Greek and 
above all I love Greek songs. Besides, I'll sing in English, French 
and  

Spanish as well. And I am trying to sort out a surprise for you 
(laughing). I hope I will make it.  

TT: Yes, I heard you are preparing a Taiwanese song for us.  

NM: Well, when I go to some place I think it's a nice way to say, 
"Thank you," by singing a local song to the audiences there. I was 
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advised to sing a Taiwanese folk song and I hope it's a good one.  

TT: Is the song called White Peony (¥Õ¨d¤¦)?  

NM: Yes, it is. I do not plan to do a popular song there. So, is it a 
folk song?  

TT: Yes, and it's a very popular one. By the way, I found a 
rather interesting coincidence. The song White Peony was first 
released in 1936 and it's the year you were born.  

NM: Really? The idea is to have a favorite folk song that 
everybody sings, even at school. Well, I am now very excited, 
emotionally. What I'll do is to ask the audience to help me with the 
lyrics, which is hard, and to have them singing along with me. The 
other day, when I was in New Zealand, I sang a Maori song and the 
audience sang along with me. At the end they sang a farewell song 
to me. I was completely overwhelmed by it.  

TT: It's a shame that you can afford only a little time to stay 
here. Otherwise, you'd be able to see more of Taiwan.  

NM: Well, I could come here on my holidays next time. I can do 
some benefit concerts for the needy children in Taiwan. I am 
interested in helping children with problems all over the world 
through projects such as providing them with homes or assisting 
them to receive proper education.  

TT: On your tour of Asia, what would interest you the most -- 
in addition to promoting children's causes?  

NM: The development of each country. I believe it's very important 
for people in Asian countries to look after their own culture, instead 
of getting too influenced by the Western world. The Western world 
is growing old and it needs fresh ideas from Asia to change itself. I 
always love the fact that people in Asia believe in hard-work and 
care very much for their own future. Asia is not spoiled, like the 
Western world is now.  

TT: Is it true that you are going to devote most of your time to 
work with UNICEF after your retirement?  

NM: Yes, humanitarian causes in particular, through UNICEF. I 
have done a lot of work in Africa and South America for those 
causes.  

TT: Finally, what parts of your career are you especially proud 
of? Do you have any regrets after four decades as a well-loved 
artist?  

NM: I am very proud of having a career as a singer. I am always 
very honest with my singing. I feel proud of the fact that I followed 
my own road. I did not want to be a star, just a good singer. But for 
some reason many people have supported me. As to the regrets, I 
have not tried to hurt anybody. If I had to do it all again, from the 
very beginning, I'd do it the same. So, I could say I do not have 
regrets in my life. I try to give love to people and, in the right way, 
I receive love from them in return. For my entire life, I have been 

http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/feat/archives/2005/10/04/2003274465

3



singing songs about love, tolerance, peace, hope and dreams. You 
may say dreams are part of hope, but dreams are very important. 
They give people optimism. Even if you do not hold solutions to 
their problems, dreams can lead people to see those problems in 
healthier and optimistic ways.  
This story has been viewed 410 times.  
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